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l-RBid  hF.l .SwjE  LaiUliO  BY  TtlE  JAPikNiiiJi  EiilBAJoY  ON  Air'll 

15 »  1940 


On  being  questioned  by  newspapermen  concerning  Japan's  poi*! 
tion  with  regard  to  possible  involvement  of  the  Netherlaiida  Jn 
^opean  war  and  its  repercussions  in  the  Netherlands  East  Jr  die? 

Foreign  Hinister  Arita  replied  as  follows, 

"mb  the  South  Seas  regions,  especially  the  Novheriarids  East- 
Indies,  Japan  is  economically  bound  by  an  intimate  relat  i  )n-c.ip 
of  mutuality  in  ministering  to  one  another's  needs,  jimiiarly, 
other  countries  of  East  Asia  i.Talntaln  close  economi  '  relat  (,r,p 
with  these  regions.  That  is  to  say^  7apa.,  ibese  .  uiuies  aod 
these  regions  together  are  contributing  to  die  prospe n.y  ,• 

East  Asia  through  mutual  aid  and  inter.Jependence. 

"Ohould  hostilities  in  Elirope  be  extended  to  the  Netherlands 
and  pralure  repercussions,  as  you  say,  in  the  Ner.her"'.acda  East 
Indies,  it  v/ould  not  only  interfere  with  the  iraintenar  o  af -1 
furthoraaie  of  the  above-mentioned  relations  of  eoonomi. 
interdependence  and  of  co-existence  and  co-prosperity,  bur,  wo'UI 
also  give  rise  to  an  undesirable  sitiuation  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  peace  and  stability  of  East  Asia,  m  oi  these 

considerations,  the  •Japanese  Goverfurjeni  run  n.-t  .vji  y 

concerned  over  any  development  ar  comp-myir  y.  vai  ‘ 

the  war  in  Europe  that  my  affect  the  st^tu,.  q .  NM^av.anda 

East  Indies." 
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BT.  Ex.  134 

aSLEA3£  liJUED  BY  Til£  DEPaHTM^  COf'  ON 

April  17,  1940 


Excerpt . 


"Intervention  In  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  Netherlands  Indies  or 
any  alteration  of  their  status  quo  by  other  than  peaceful  processes 
would  be  prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  stability,  peace, and  security 
not  only  in  the  region  of  the  Netherlands  Indies  but  in  the  entire 
Pacific  area. 

"This  conclusion,  based  on  a  doctrine  irtilch  has  universal 
application  and  for  idilch  the  United  States  unequivocally  stands, 
is  embodied  in  notes  exchanged  on  Noveinber  30,  1908,  between  the 
united  States  and  Jflg;an  on  vrtilch  each  of  the  two  Governments  stated 
that  its  policy  was  directed  to  the  maintenance  of  the  existing 
status  quo  in  the  region  of  the  pacific  Ocean.  It  is  reaffirmed  in 
the  notes  which  the  united  States,  the  British  Empire,  FTence,  and 
Japan  --as  parties  to  the  treaty  signed  at  Washington  on  December 
13,  1921,  relating  to  their  insular  possessions  and  their  insular 
dominions  in  the  region  of  the  pacific  Ocean — sent  to  the  Nether¬ 
lands  Government  on  February  4,  1922,  in  idiich  each  of  those 
Governments  declared  that  'it  is  firmly  resolved  to  respect  the 
rights  of  the  Netherlands  in  relation  to  their  insular  possessions 
in  the  region  of  the  pacific  Ocean.'" 
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US-iCiLUtijUiu  BY  TilE  AiilUjLLIADQR  IN  JAl’AN  (GH£#} 


Excerpt 


(TOKYO,)  j^no  10,  1940 


• 

xei:ark  above  referred  to.  the  ijinister  had 
counted  that  the  bulk  of  the  Uhited  States  fleet  remins  in  Hawaiian 
waters.  My  reply  was  that  Hawaii  is  American  territory  and  that 
one  of  our  moat  important  naval  ports  is  that  of  Pearl  Harbor,  and 
I  went  on  to  say  that  the  fact  that  our  fleet  remains  in  Hawaiian 

Japan*  The  ranistor,  how- 

ttet  the  continued  stay  of  our  fleet  in  those  waters 
^  3U3picion  of  the  intentions  of  Japan  via-a-via 

the  Netherl^da  East  Indjes  and  the  South  Seas,  and  he  desired 

to  assert  that  Japan  entertains  no  territorial  ambitions, 
?)!  4.^^®  ^ntr^,  he  added,  Japan  is  exerting  her  best  efforts 

to  promote  good  relations  with  her  neighbors,  and  he  cited  as  an 

/  non-aggression  pact  is  to  be  signed  within  a  few  days 
inth  Thailand,  The  emphasis  which  the  tUnister  placed  upon  this 

Important  effect  on  Japanese  conscious- 
ness  of  the  stay  of  our  naval  forces  in  Hawaii, 
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